
  

 

Plagiarism allegation against Kamala Harris 
 

•  Harris copy-pasted a Wikipedia article into  

her book “Smart on Crime” (2009). In total this 

documentation highlights 27 fragments of plagiarism 

in her book. Plagiarism fragments can be proven  

from p. 10 to p. 185. 
 

•  In “live” interviews, Harris did not speak freely,  

but repeated the content of her book verbatim. 
Updated version 14/10/24 
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Please note: The left column shows plagiarism by Harris, while the right column displays the uncited original text. 

 

 

Page 10, Preface. Harris appropriated an anecdote told by Martin Luther 

King and told it as her own memory as a child, misspelling included. 

 

This incident has been previously documented here: 

https://nypost.com/2021/01/05/kamala-harris-appears-to-repeatedly-

plagiarize-mlk-anecdote  

There may be further instances of appropriating historic quotes (though the 

following was not in her book). Harris attributed two similar quotes to her 

mother, but they closely match lines from the nomination speech of the first 

 

 

Martin Luther King, Jr. In: “The Playboy Interview” (1981). Page 134 

https://nypost.com/2021/01/05/kamala-harris-appears-to-repeatedly-plagiarize-mlk-anecdote
https://nypost.com/2021/01/05/kamala-harris-appears-to-repeatedly-plagiarize-mlk-anecdote
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woman to serve as a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 

States.Kamala: 

“My mother always told me that you may be the first to achieve something, 

but make sure you're not the last.” 

https://theievoice.com/black-women-at-the-polls-and-in-the-halls-of-power/  

 

Kamala: 

My mother said to me often, “Kamala, you may be the first to do many 

things, but make sure you’re not the last.” 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-

remarks/2021/02/27/remarks-by-vice-president-harris-at-the-40th-annual-

black-history-month-virtual-celebration/  

 

First Supreme Court woman: 

On Alito's nomination, O'Connor said, "I've often said, it's wonderful to be 

the first to do something but I didn't want to be the last. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Day_O%27Connor  

https://theievoice.com/black-women-at-the-polls-and-in-the-halls-of-power/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/27/remarks-by-vice-president-harris-at-the-40th-annual-black-history-month-virtual-celebration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/27/remarks-by-vice-president-harris-at-the-40th-annual-black-history-month-virtual-celebration/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/27/remarks-by-vice-president-harris-at-the-40th-annual-black-history-month-virtual-celebration/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Day_O%27Connor
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Page 30, chapter 1. 

Kamala learned about Martinson from a New York Times article, which she 

cited in Chapter 8 but not here, making this instance an act of plagiarism:  

 

But she did not mention the NYT article here. While the plagiarism is not so 

obvious here, what is much worse is that she copied the name of the 

 […] 
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primary source (“What Works?”) mentioned in the NYT magazine and 

fabricated the page number. Unfortunately for her, the page 200 does not 

exist in Martinson’s “What Works?” 

(http://ereserve.library.utah.edu/Annual/SOC/3564/Bench/what.pdf). And 

this cannot be a mistake with numbers, because the quotation simply does 

not exist on any page of that work. 

The quotation she provided actually came from a rare 1975 book by 

Martinson and Wilks (“The effectiveness of correctional treatment: a survey 

of treatment evaluation studies”), but even there it was on page 627, so the 

reference was fabricated, guessing the page number as “p. 200”. 

It's likely she copied the quoted text from another article by Wilks 

(https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Revisiting+Martinson--

has+corrections+made+progress+in+the+past+30...-a0123670321) 

 

Suellentrop, Chris (2006): “The Right Has a Jailhouse Conversion,” New York 

Times Magazine. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/24/magazine/24GOP.t.html 

  

http://ereserve.library.utah.edu/Annual/SOC/3564/Bench/what.pdf
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Revisiting+Martinson--has+corrections+made+progress+in+the+past+30...-a0123670321
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Revisiting+Martinson--has+corrections+made+progress+in+the+past+30...-a0123670321
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/24/magazine/24GOP.t.html
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Page 48, chapter 2. The book reproduces content from a press release issued 

by her District Attorney's office, likely written by an assistant. Beyond the 

issue of copying, it contains misleading embellishments. The book claims 

that San Francisco authorities ("we") "caught" the defendant, whereas in the 

press release he was caught and sentenced in Los Angeles for crimes 

committed there. Only after his Los Angeles conviction did a partial 

fingerprint help the SFPD match him, leading to his extradition to SF.  

By stating, "we caught Johnson. In addition to the crimes he committed in 

San Francisco, he was tried and convicted in Los Angeles," the book wrongly 

implies an initial arrest in San Francisco followed by a transfer to LA. It also 

only mentions the investigation by the SFPD but not of the LAPD.  

  

San Francisco Police Officers Association (SFPOA). (2007). POA Journal, Vol. 39, 

No. 6, June 2007. 

https://sfpoa.org/journal_archives/Vol_39_No_6_June_2007.pdf  

https://sfpoa.org/journal_archives/Vol_39_No_6_June_2007.pdf
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Despite providing many details about the case, the book avoids to mention 

the actual prosecutor, Cheryl Matthews, which gives the impression that 

Harris herself prosecuted the case. 

STEP 1: Define the Problem. The first step in preventing crime is to 

understand it. […] 

STEP 2: Identify Risk and Protective Factors. It is not enough to know 

the magnitude of a public health problem. It is important to understand 

what factors protect people or put them at risk for experiencing or 

perpetrating crime. […] 

STEP 3: Develop and Test Prevention Strategies. […] The Centers for 

Disease Control, for example, has a program called Choose Respect, an 

initiative to help adolescents form healthy relationships in order to 

prevent dating abuse. […] 

STEP 4: Assure Widespread Adoption. Once prevention programs have 

been proven effective, we have to get the word out. 

Page 60-61, chapter 3. Although the source was vaguely mentioned earlier, 

it is necessary—and a matter of basic integrity—to use quotation marks 

when copying several sentences word-for-word. The copied content is also 

so general and trivial that it’s puzzling why it was used at all, especially 

when it could have easily been paraphrased. It seems the intent might have 

been to appear scholarly, but true scholarship involves building on existing 

Step 1: Define the Problem 

The first step in preventing violence is to understand it. […] 

Step 2: Identify Risk and Protective Factors 

It is not enough to know the magnitude of a public health problem. It is 

important to understand what factors protect people or put them at risk for 

experiencing or perpetrating violence. […] 

Step 3: Develop and Test Prevention Strategies […] Case study: CDC has 

developed and is testing a communication initiative for 6th- to 8th-grade 

students. Choose Respect is an initiative to help adolescents form healthy 

relationships to prevent dating abuse before it starts. 

Step 4: Assure Widespread Adoption 

Once prevention programs have been proven effective, they must be 

implemented and adopted more broadly. […] 
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criminological research, not presenting the information as if it were an 

entirely new field with no prior studies. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20090228185835/http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePre

vention/overview/publichealthapproach.html  

 
 

Kamala Harris and Carlos Garcia: “Absent minded: Consequences of truancy 

hurt entire community“. 6 October 2007. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20090228185835/http:/www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20090228185835/http:/www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/overview/publichealthapproach.html
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Page 64, chapter 4. Most of the article was copied into the book, even 

though it was only co-authored by Kamala Harris (this also continued on 

pages 66-67 and 131-134). The source was not mentioned at all in the book. 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-

truancy-hurt-2536447.php 

 

Page 65-66, chapter 4. She copied from an Associated Press article without 

citing it. The article itself was an interpretation of a report by America’s 

Promise Alliance 

(https://web.archive.org/web/20080513015216/http://www.americaspromis

e.org/uploadedFiles/AmericasPromiseAlliance/Dropout_Crisis/SWANSONCitie

sInCrisis040108.pdf). However, the report does not contain the sentences 

  

NBC News/Associated Press: “Study: Low graduation rates in city schools“, 1st of 

April 2008, https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna23897401 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20080513015216/http:/www.americaspromise.org/uploadedFiles/AmericasPromiseAlliance/Dropout_Crisis/SWANSONCitiesInCrisis040108.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20080513015216/http:/www.americaspromise.org/uploadedFiles/AmericasPromiseAlliance/Dropout_Crisis/SWANSONCitiesInCrisis040108.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20080513015216/http:/www.americaspromise.org/uploadedFiles/AmericasPromiseAlliance/Dropout_Crisis/SWANSONCitiesInCrisis040108.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna23897401
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quoted; they were written by the journalists, who interpreted the data 

tables. This suggests that Harris did not read or fully understand the report 

and instead relied on the news article, while attempting to convey an 

impression of scholarly knowledge. 

When copying so much text verbatim, academic integrity requires the use of 

quotation marks. Additionally, Harris wrote "17 percent of the nation’s fifty 

largest cities," while the original text stated "seventeen of the nation's 50 

largest cities," which are twice as many cities.  

 
[…] 

 

Page 66-67, chapter 4. Most of the article was copied into the book, even 

though it was only co-authored by Kamala Harris (see also page 131-134). 

The source was not mentioned at all in the book. 

 

Kamala Harris and Carlos Garcia: “Absent minded: Consequences of truancy 

hurt entire community“. 6 October 2007. 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-

truancy-hurt-2536447.php 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
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Page 70, chapter 5. The source was cited, but it is just cheap copy & paste 

from the beginning of an article. The reader would reasonably expect that 

only the portion in quotation marks was taken verbatim and the rest would 

be her own words. 

 

Andrew P. Thomas: “The CSI Effect: Fact or Fiction“. 1 September 2006. 

https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/the-csi-effect-fact-or-fiction  

https://www.yalelawjournal.org/forum/the-csi-effect-fact-or-fiction
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Page 83-84, chapter 6. Only the parts in green were properly cited, while the 

rest was copied verbatim without proper attribution. Additionally, the 

senator was referred to as "D-PA," even though he introduced the bill while 

he was still a Republican. 

 

https://www.cardin.senate.gov/press-releases/cardin-specter-introduce-bill-to-

return-equal-protection-under-the-law-to-us-justice-system  

https://www.cardin.senate.gov/press-releases/cardin-specter-introduce-bill-to-return-equal-protection-under-the-law-to-us-justice-system/
https://www.cardin.senate.gov/press-releases/cardin-specter-introduce-bill-to-return-equal-protection-under-the-law-to-us-justice-system/
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Page 86, chapter 7. The direct quotation was properly attributed, but the 

subsequent section was copied without quotation marks or any source 

attribution. There appears to be a pattern of citing only direct quotations, 

while omitting attribution for the preceding and following sentences. 

 

Deborah Prothrow-Stith and Michaele Weissman (1991): “Deadly 

Consequences. How Violence Is Destroying Our Teenage Population and A Plan 

To Begin Solving The Problem“. p. 21 

 

 

Page 88, chapter 7. Directly copied from the web without any attribution. 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080516040701/http://www.meganslaw.ca.gov/

homepage.aspx?lang=ENGLISH  

https://web.archive.org/web/20080516040701/http:/www.meganslaw.ca.gov/homepage.aspx?lang=ENGLISH
https://web.archive.org/web/20080516040701/http:/www.meganslaw.ca.gov/homepage.aspx?lang=ENGLISH
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Page 89, chapter 7. No sources were mentioned, and the phrase "many of us 

were stunned" gives the impression that the author is sharing a personal 

perspective, creating an expectation of original wording. 
 

 

Connecticut Attorney General's Office. (2009): “CT, NC attorneys general say 

MySpace response to subpoena reveals 90,000 registered sex offenders with 

profiles“. https://portal.ct.gov/ag/press-releases-archived/2009-press-

releases/ct-nc-attorneys-general-say-myspace-response-to-subpoena-reveals-

90000-registered-sex-offenders-with  

https://portal.ct.gov/ag/press-releases-archived/2009-press-releases/ct-nc-attorneys-general-say-myspace-response-to-subpoena-reveals-90000-registered-sex-offenders-with
https://portal.ct.gov/ag/press-releases-archived/2009-press-releases/ct-nc-attorneys-general-say-myspace-response-to-subpoena-reveals-90000-registered-sex-offenders-with
https://portal.ct.gov/ag/press-releases-archived/2009-press-releases/ct-nc-attorneys-general-say-myspace-response-to-subpoena-reveals-90000-registered-sex-offenders-with
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Page 124-125, chapter 13. Similar as on page 48, parts of the press release 

of the DA office were copied into her book. Also again the prosecutor was 

omitted (underlined on the right) and again “we prosecuted” was used so 

that readers might think Kamala Harris was the prosecutor. There seem 

some discrepancies: In the book it is written that “he carried a gun”, while 

the statements of facts of the court appeal write “both armed with knives” 

(https://casetext.com/case/people-v-garrett-353). It is difficult to verify this 

 

San Francisco Police Officers Association (SFPOA). (2008). POA Journal, Vol. 40, 

No. 11, November 2008.  

https://sfpoa.org/journal_archives/Vol_40_No_11_November_2008.pdf  

https://casetext.com/case/people-v-garrett-353
https://sfpoa.org/journal_archives/Vol_40_No_11_November_2008.pdf
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further, but it might be that the details were misunderstood or changed to 

intensify the reader's perception of the crime's severity. More obviously, the 

book changed the sentence of “bound the owner with a phone cord” to 

“bound a sandwich store clerk with a phone cord” (in yellow), while also the 

appeal reveals him as the owner. This alteration might have been done 

intentionally, as portraying the victim as a low-level employee evokes a 

stronger emotional response and makes the victim appear more vulnerable. 

Also this portrayal supports the narrative of her previous statement, that the 

defendant “terrorized innocent citizens working in” these businesses. 

 

Page 127-128, chapter 13. The source is not named, and there is no 

attribution to it whatsoever. 

 

Amy L. Solomon, Michelle Waul, Asheley Van Ness, Jeremy Travis (2004) 

“Outside the Walls: A National Snapshot of Community-Based Prisoner Reentry 
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Programs“, Washington, DC: The Urban Institute, 

https://webarchive.urban.org/UploadedPDF/410911_OTWResourceGuide.pdf  

 

Page 131-132, chapter 14. Most of the article was copied into the book, 

despite Kamala Harris only being a co-author. The source was not cited at 

all. 

 

Kamala Harris and Carlos Garcia: “Absent minded: Consequences of truancy 

hurt entire community“. 6 October 2007. 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-

truancy-hurt-2536447.php 

https://webarchive.urban.org/UploadedPDF/410911_OTWResourceGuide.pdf
https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
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Page 134, chapter 14. Most of the article was copied into the book, even 

though it was only co-authored by Kamala Harris (see also page 64-67). The 

source was not mentioned at all in the book. 

 […] 

 

Kamala Harris and Carlos Garcia: “Absent minded: Consequences of truancy 

hurt entire community“. 6 October 2007. 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-

truancy-hurt-2536447.php 

 

https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
https://www.sfgate.com/education/article/Absent-minded-Consequences-of-truancy-hurt-2536447.php
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Page 136, chapter 14. The text closely mirrors a newspaper article, yet the 

book does not cite the source. The favorable tone of the article (e.g., 

'ground-breaking legislation') suggests that it may have originated from a 

press release authored by Kamala Harris or an assistant, aiming to ensure 

she was credited for the bill and gained attention ahead of the General 

Attorney elections. 

 

AsianWeek Staff: “Daily Dose: 08/25/08“. 25 August 2008. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080901130357/https://www.asianweek.com/20

08/08/25/daily-dose-082508/  

https://web.archive.org/web/20080901130357/https:/www.asianweek.com/2008/08/25/daily-dose-082508/
https://web.archive.org/web/20080901130357/https:/www.asianweek.com/2008/08/25/daily-dose-082508/
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Page 143, chapter 15. At first glance, this passage seems to present a 

scientifically backed evaluation from a reliable source, citing a U.S. 

Department of Justice report. However, this citation appears to be 

misleading. While the URL is missing in her book, the referenced report is 

still accessible (https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/222451.pdf) and it 

does not contain the claimed information. 

Additionally, the wording closely mirrors a newspaper article (a different 

article was cited from this newspaper in the book later), showing that the 

book's research is on this media report rather than original scientific studies. 

It's likely that the author missed the fact that the study was not yet released 

(as indicated by the underlined text at the right side), and the March report 

of the Department of Justice did not contain those results yet. 

 […] 

 

 

Justin Berton: “John school takes a bite out of prostitution”. SF Gate. 

14 April 2008. https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/John-school-takes-a-

bite-out-of-prostitution-3219707.php  

https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/222451.pdf
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/John-school-takes-a-bite-out-of-prostitution-3219707.php
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/John-school-takes-a-bite-out-of-prostitution-3219707.php
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Page 160, chapter 18. The green parts can be considered correctly attributed 

through a footnote (though quotation marks are still necessary), while the 

red parts reveal hidden copy-and-paste. Although it is linked to her office, 

the likely author was an assistant, and the copyright is held by "Copyright 

1999-2008, City and County of San Francisco." 

 

San Francisco District Attorney’s Office: “Problem Gambling Treatment“ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20090101084700/http://www.sfdistrictattorney.or

g/page.asp?id=47  

https://web.archive.org/web/20090101084700/http:/www.sfdistrictattorney.org/page.asp?id=47
https://web.archive.org/web/20090101084700/http:/www.sfdistrictattorney.org/page.asp?id=47
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Page 162, chapter 18. Half a page was copied verbatim from a prepared 

statement she had submitted years earlier for a hearing. This form of self-

plagiarism is unethical to readers when it is not made clear that the content 

has been reused and is not original. 

 

[…] 

 

U.S. House of Representatives (2007): “COPS Improvements Act of 2007, the 

John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act of 2007, and the 

Witness Security and Protection Act of 2007: Hearing before the Subcommittee 

on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security of the Committee on the Judiciary“, 

House of Representatives, 110th Cong. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-110hhrg34926/html/CHRG-

110hhrg34926.htm  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-110hhrg34926/html/CHRG-110hhrg34926.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-110hhrg34926/html/CHRG-110hhrg34926.htm
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Wikipedia: “Midtown Community Court“. Revision as of 21 May 2009. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Midtown_Community_Court&oldid=

291329366  

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Midtown_Community_Court&oldid=291329366
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Midtown_Community_Court&oldid=291329366
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Page 165-166, chapter 19. Most of the Wikipedia article was copied 

(sometimes with slight rewording) yet Wikipedia was not cited or mentioned 

anywhere in the book or its footnotes. 

She also falsifies by changing Wikipedia’s “According to the National Center” 

to “According to the Bureau of Justice Assitance“ thereby misattributing the 

source. The information (like the 75% compliance rate, that “prostitution 

arrests“ “dropped 56 percent“ and that arrests for vending was down 24 

percent) are only in the book mentioned in Wikipedia and are not included 

in the previously mentioned Bureau of Justice Assitance report. 

She also did not pay attention and copied blindly from Wikipedia that 

“illegal vending was down 24 percent“, whereas the survey actually stated 

“arrests for unlicensed vending […] dropped by 24 percent“, as only arrests 

were measured.  

She also included a lengthy quotation directly from the Foreword of the 

document linked in the Wikipedia article (the part highlighted in blue). 

Besides the questionable use of the quotation, it is unclear why it wasn’t 

directly attributed to the actual author, Nancy E. Gist, whose authorship of 

the Foreword is clearly indicated. The document is still available here: 

https://www.ojp.gov/txtfiles1/bja/183452.txt 

https://www.ojp.gov/txtfiles1/bja/183452.txt
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Page 166-167, still chapter 19. After copying from the Wikipedia article, she 

continues by copying from the PDF linked in the Wikipedia article’s first 

reference. Although she acknowledges at the end of the book that she took 

examples of community courts from that report (without providing the URL), 

the copied sections are presented as if they were her own words. The word-

for-word copying still requires quotation marks to maintain proper 

attribution. 

 

Eric Lee (2000): “Community Courts. An Evolving Model“ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110524001006/http://www.courtinnovation.org

/sites/default/files/communitycourtsevolvingmodel.pdf  

https://web.archive.org/web/20110524001006/http:/www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/communitycourtsevolvingmodel.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20110524001006/http:/www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/communitycourtsevolvingmodel.pdf
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Page 171, chapter 21. She copy-pasted self-promotional content without 

citing the source and merely adapted it by changing "we" to "the 

organization’s goal" and stopping just before the word "Our." 

 

Charity Navigator: “Goodwill Industries of San Francisco, San Mateo and Marin 

Counties“ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20080928090305/http://www.charitynavigator.org

/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3764  

https://web.archive.org/web/20080928090305/http:/www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3764
https://web.archive.org/web/20080928090305/http:/www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3764
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Page 172, chapter 20. The parts in pink and yellow seem like her own words 

but are actually copied from an article referenced in a subsequent 

paragraph. Only the part in green is properly citing the source. As a 

sidenote: her quote is ending right before the part mentioning that the 

beneficiary was often involved in physical altercations. This omission may 

have been intentional, as it could seem unfair to peaceful students without 

gang affiliations, who may not easily gain admission to UC Berkeley, receive 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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scholarships, or gain career support from a multi-billionaire. Instead, they 

are often on the receiving end of physical beatings and may struggle to 

understand why violent individuals would receive such invaluable career 

support in their place. This multi-billionaire friend also played a key role in 

elevating Kamala to the highest levels of power. 

Carolyne Zinko (2008): “On Track to College“. SFGATE.com. 8 June 2008.  

https://www.sfgate.com/magazine/article/On-Track-to-College-3281488.php  

 

Page 173, chapter 20. No source was mentioned. After stating that the 

program for elementary school students would be "very simple," it should be 

easy enough to describe it in one's own words. 

 […] 

 […] 

 

Press Release of the Office of the Fulton County District Attorney (2008). 

https://web.archive.org/web/20110910203623/http://atlantada.org/latestnews/

pressreleases/052208b.htm  

https://www.sfgate.com/magazine/article/On-Track-to-College-3281488.php
https://web.archive.org/web/20110910203623/http:/atlantada.org/latestnews/pressreleases/052208b.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20110910203623/http:/atlantada.org/latestnews/pressreleases/052208b.htm
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[…] 

[…] 
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Page 181, chapter 21. Only the parts highlighted in green were 

acknowledged as being taken from the press release, while half of the page 

(the parts in red, yellow, and blue) were copied without attribution. 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice (2007): “High Point Police Department Wins 

Innovation Award for Drug Market Strategy Designed by Professor David 

Kennedy“. 25 September 2007. https://johnjay.jjay.cuny.edu/newsroom/948.php  

 

 

 

Page 184-185, chapter 22: Although a source (without a URL) was 

mentioned, it was surprising to see how much content was copied word-for-

word. The footnote implied that only one or two sentences of information 

 

 

https://johnjay.jjay.cuny.edu/newsroom/948.php
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were expected to be paraphrased. Using quotation marks would have been 

the more honest approach in this case. 

As a sidenote, it is worth noting how she diverged from the original source 

(Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa) by mentioning gangs from Russia 

and Southeast Asia, even placing them first, which implies they were the 

primary contributors to gang violence in the U.S. 

(The original report from Antonio R. Villaraigosa may contain more copied 

parts, but it is not retrievable without a URL, so two similar reports by 

Villaraigosa showed how his words were copied.) 

Antonio R. Villaraigosa (2007): “City of Los Angeles Gang Reduction Strategy“. 

Presented April 18, 2007 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/32068.pdf & 

Antonio R. Villaraigosa: Foreword, in: “Healing Our Neighborhoods. A Citywide 

Partnership To Combat Gang Crime“ (2008) 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2009/09-2017_RPT_MAYOR_01-05-11.pdf  

  

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/32068.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2009/09-2017_RPT_MAYOR_01-05-11.pdf
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Copy and Paste from the Book into Interviews 

Left column: self-plagiarism by Harris in interviews. Right column: corresponding sections from her book. 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“. Preface & Introduction, p. 12-13 
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CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime 

 

CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime 

 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“. Introduction, p. 25 

 

  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
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Copying responses from one interview to fabricate another 

 

Interview by Kimberly Marteau Emerson in Huffpost: “San Francisco D.A. 

Kamala Harris Talks To Kimberly Marteau About Her New Book Smart On 

Crime“. 18 March 2010. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-

kamala-h_b_369505  

 

CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
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Interview by Kimberly Marteau Emerson in Huffpost: “San Francisco D.A. 

Kamala Harris Talks To Kimberly Marteau About Her New Book Smart On 

Crime“. 18 March 2010. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-

kamala-h_b_369505 

 

CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
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Interview by Kimberly Marteau Emerson in Huffpost: “San Francisco D.A. 

Kamala Harris Talks To Kimberly Marteau About Her New Book Smart On 

Crime“. 18 March 2010. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-

kamala-h_b_369505 

  

CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
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Interview by Kimberly Marteau Emerson in Huffpost: “San Francisco D.A. 

Kamala Harris Talks To Kimberly Marteau About Her New Book Smart On 

Crime“. 18 March 2010. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-

kamala-h_b_369505 

 

CBS News Interview by Barry Leibowitz: “Book ‘em: Smart on Crime“. 26 

February 2010. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime  

  

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/san-francisco-da-kamala-h_b_369505
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-em-smart-on-crime/
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Re-use of the book in the inaugural remarks 

 

“Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Inaugural Remarks“ (2011) 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_spe

ech.pdf 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“. Chapter 2 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
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“Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Inaugural Remarks“ (2011) 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_spe

ech.pdf 

 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“. Introduction 

 

“Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Inaugural Remarks“ (2011) 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_spe

ech.pdf 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“. Introduction 

 

https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press_releases/n2021_final_speech.pdf
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Copying from the Book to a White Paper 

Parts of the “Smart on Crime” book were copied into a white paper aimed at criminalizing parents when their children skip school. 

 

 

Kamala Harris (2010): “Pay Attention Now or Pay the Price Later“ (2010). 

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https://sfdistrictattorney.org/

pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf 
 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“ (2009). Chapter 14, page 130 

 

Kamala Harris (2010): “Pay Attention Now or Pay the Price Later“ (2010). 

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https://sfdistrictattorney.org/

pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf 

 

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“ (2009). Chapter 14, page 130-131 

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
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Kamala Harris (2010): “Pay Attention Now or Pay the Price Later: How 

Reducing Elementary School Truancy Will Improve Public Safety and Save 

Public Resources“, January 2010. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https://sfdistrictattorney.org/

pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf 
  

Kamala Harris: “Smart on Crime“ (2009). Chapter 14, page 129 

  

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
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Parental Crime for Chronic Truancy Bill Author Copied from Kamala Harris 

Senator Mark Leno (Democrat) introduced SB 1317, the "Parental Crime for Chronic Truancy" bill, which imposed fines of up to $2,000 and/or up to one 

year in jail for parents whose children missed 10% of school days. The bill faced criticism for disproportionately affecting poor Latino and African-

American families.1  

Mark Leno, the official author of the bill, used identical wording to that of Kamala Harris, who also supported the bill in her role as District Attorney. 

Both Leno’s statement and the background description for the bill are largely unedited copy-and-paste reproductions of a white paper written by Harris, 

as the following table will demonstrate. 

This white paper2 was published in January 2010 to argue why parents should more easily face criminal charges when their children skipped school. The 

following month, in February, Mark Leno introduced the "Parental Crime for Chronic Truancy" bill. 

The book already mentions another bill that she introduced through Mark Leno (“In 2008, the California State Legislature unanimously passed a bill I 

wrote with Assemblyman Mark Leno”, page 136). 

After this June 2010 hearing, Kamala lobbied for the Parental Crime bill with an article on 16 September 2010 in the press.3 On 30 September the bill 

was signed by the Democratic governor. There’s also a video of 2010 about presenting it at the Commonwealth Club, where Kamala Harris was proud 

and happy of freaking all parents of her district out through sending each an official letter that warns under penalty of jail.4 

This copying suggests that the senator was acting as her proxy in proposing the bill and likely had limited knowledge of, or interest in, the topic. Lack of 

full transparency about the bill’s authorship may have helped preserve her career, as she was running for Attorney General in the November 2, 2010 

election, which she won by less than 1% against the Republican candidate. 

 

1 Julianne Hing: "California Parents Could Get Jail Time if Kids Miss School". 5 October 2010. https://colorlines.com/article/california-parents-could-get-jail-time-if-kids-miss-school 

2 https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https://sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf 

3 https://www.mercurynews.com/2010/09/16/opinion-state-should-follow-san-francisco-example-on-truancy-prevention 

4 https://x.com/WalkerBragman/status/1089831581030797312  

https://colorlines.com/article/california-parents-could-get-jail-time-if-kids-miss-school/
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://www.mercurynews.com/2010/09/16/opinion-state-should-follow-san-francisco-example-on-truancy-prevention/
https://x.com/WalkerBragman/status/1089831581030797312
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 […]

 

[…] 
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(And much more) 

California State Legislature. (2010, June 22). Assembly Committee on Public 

Safety analysis of SB 1317 (Leno) as amended June 16, 2010. California 

State Senate. http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_1301-

1350/sb_1317_cfa_20100621_101253_asm_comm.html  

 

Kamala Harris (2010): “Pay Attention Now or Pay the Price Later: How 

Reducing Elementary School Truancy Will Improve Public Safety and Save 

Public Resources“, January 2010. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https://sfdistrictattorney.org/pdf

s/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf  

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_1301-1350/sb_1317_cfa_20100621_101253_asm_comm.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_1301-1350/sb_1317_cfa_20100621_101253_asm_comm.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20101128001153/https:/sfdistrictattorney.org/pdfs/SFDA.Truancy.White.Paper.FINAL.pdf
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Summary of Findings 

 

Plagiarism in the book “Smart on Crime” by Kamala Harris (2009) 

 

• Kamala Harris copied virtually an entire Wikipedia article into her book without providing any attribution to Wikipedia. 

• Kamala Harris fabricated a source reference, inventing a nonexistent page number. 

• The self-promotional content from Goodwill Industries was copied verbatim without citing the source (Goodwill Industries was 

her “primary partner” on in the “Back on Track” program). 

• In many other instances, even when a source was cited with a footnote, the text was directly copied and pasted without using 

quotation marks. Quotation marks would have been the most transparent and honest approach, also in non-academic books. 

 

Further signs of dishonesty may be evident when sources were copied but specific details were altered, such as replacing a 

Subway store owner with a sandwich shop clerk (p. 124) or highlighting Southeast Asia in the context of the US gang problem  

(p. 184). 
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Less related or less severe findings 

 

• In an interview with CBS, large portions of Kamala Harris' book were reproduced verbatim, suggesting that the interview was 

scripted and that she relied on the preface and introduction of the book to provide her responses. 

(Some observers say this is rather common in the US.) 

• Kamala Harris and Kimberly Marteau Emerson fabricated an interview about the book, with most sentences copied verbatim 

from the CBS News interview. The headline, “[…] Harris Talks to Kimberly Marteau […],” falsely gives the impression of a live 

conversation. 

Half a year after the “fake interview”, Kimberly's husband had his career breakthrough when President Obama appointed him to 

the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and Negotiations, and later as the U.S. Ambassador to Germany. Both Kimberly and her 

husband assist in the Harris campaign and are also on an open letter to endorse Kamala Harris 

(https://web.archive.org/web/20240724044248/https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/07/23/kamala-harris-

foreign-policy-endorsement). 

• Kamala Harris as DA influenced senator Mark Leno to criminalize parents when their children missed 10% of their classes, 

criticized for creating problems for mostly Latinos and African Americans. Mark Leno gave a statement with big chunks copied 

from a white paper of Kamala Harris. 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20240724044248/https:/www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/07/23/kamala-harris-foreign-policy-endorsement/
https://web.archive.org/web/20240724044248/https:/www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/07/23/kamala-harris-foreign-policy-endorsement/

